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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . The present Office action is made in response to the amendment filed on 
1 1/13/06. It is noted that in the amendment, applicant has made changed to the 
specification, the abstract and the claims. Regarding to the claims, applicant has 
amended claims 7-8 and added three dependent claims 13-15 into the application. The 
pending claims 7-15 are examined in this Office action. Note that claims 1-6 were 
canceled in the pre-amendment of 9/29/05. 

Specification 

2. The lengthy specification which was amended by the amendment of 1 1/13/06 
has not been checked to the extent necessary to determine the presence of all possible 
minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting any errors of which 
applicant may become aware in the specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

4. Claims 7, 12 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Shono (U.S. Patent No. 6,741 ,284) in view of Cross, Jr. (U.S. Patent No. 
4,943,155, of record). 

Shono discloses a single lens reflex digital still camera. The camera as described 
in columns 2-3 and shown in figs. 1-2 comprises an imaging system and an 
observation system. The imaging system comprises an objective lens system 
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(10), a quick-return mirror (11) and an imaging pickup device (12). The 
observation system comprises optics having a focusing plate (12), mirror (14), 
relay lens (15) and an eyepiece (16). The objective lens system comprises a 
stationary lens group (10a) and a movable lens group (10b) which moves based 
on an output signal provided by a control circuit (29) connected to the image 
pickup device (12). The quick-return mirror (1 1) is a half mirror which mirror is 
pivoted about a shaft (22) and disposed between the objective lens system and 
the image pickup device. The half mirror comprises a first flat surface for 
reflecting light passing through the objective lens system to the observation 
system and a rear flat surface for allowing light from the objective lens system to 
the image pickup device. The only feature missing from the reflex digital still 
camera provided by Shono is that he does not explicitly disclose that the rear flat 
surface of the quick-return mirror has an inclined surface with respect to its first 
flat surface for the purpose of correction an image-formation positional deviation 
when the quick-return mirror is inserted into the light path from the objective lens 
system to the image pickup device. 

However, the use of an optical element in the form of a wedge configuration (or 
shape) in place of a parallel shape for the purpose, of correcting image 
aberrations is known to one skilled in the art as can be seen in the system 
provided by Cross, Jr. In particular, in columns 5-7 and figures 2 and 4, Cross. Jr. 
has disclosed two embodiments in each embodiment, a wedge-shaped prism is 
used in place of a parallel plate for the purpose of correcting image aberration. 
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See the first embodiment described in columns 5-6 and shown in figures 1-2 in 
which the wedge-shaped prism (127) is used in place of a parallel prism (26) of 
the convention art for the purpose of correcting image aberration, and in the 
second embodiment described in columns 6-7 and shown in figures 3-4 in which 
the wedged-shaped prism (329) is used in place of the parallel prism (229) for 
the same purpose. Thus, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the reflex digital still camera as 
provided by Shono by using a prism having a first fiat surface for reflecting a light 
beam and a rear flat surface for allowing light passing to an image pickup device 
wherein the rear flat surface is inclined with respect to the front flat surface as 
suggested by Cross, Jr. for the purpose of correcting image position when the 
halfmirror is inserted into the light path between an objective lens system and an 
image pickup device. 

Double Patenting 

5. The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created 
doctrine grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the 
unjustified or improper timewise extension of the "right to exclude" granted by a patent 
and to prevent possible harassment by multiple assignees. A nonstatutory 
obviousness-type double patenting rejection is appropriate where the conflicting claims 
are not identical, but at least one examined application claim is not patentably distinct 
from the reference claim(s) because the examined application claim is either anticipated 
by, or would have been obvious over, the reference claim(s). See, e.g., In re Berg, 140 
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F.3d 1428, 46 USPQ2cl 1226 (Fed. Cir. 1998); In re Goodman, 11 F.3d 1046, 29 
USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 
1985); In re Van Omum, 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re Vogel, 422 
F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970); and In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 
USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969). 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .321 (c) or 1 .321 (d) 
may be us^d to overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory 
double patenting ground provided the conflicting application or patent either is shown to 
be commonly owned with this application, or claims an invention made as a result of 
activities undertaken within the scope of a joint research agreerpent. 

Effective January 1 , 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a 
terminal disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with 
37 CFR 3.73(b). 

6. Claims 7-15 are rejected on the ground of nonstatutory obviousness-type double 
patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-20 of U.S. Patent No. 6,822,802 in view 
of Cross, Jr. (U.S. Patent No. 4,943,155, of record). 

The telescope with the features as recited in present claims 7-15 of the present 
application is readable from the telescope claimed In Patent claims 1-3 and 6 
except the feature related to the inclination of the rear flat surface with respect to 
the front flat surface of the quick-return mirror in the form of a halfmirror for 
splitting light to an observation system and for transmitting light to the image 
element for correcting the image position. Regarding to the new claims 13-14, 
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such features are readable from Patent claims 6 and 13-14, in particular, Patent 
claim 13. 

It is noted that the use of an optical element in the form of a wedge configuration 
(or shape) in place of a parallel shape for the purpose of correcting image 
aberrations is known to one skilled in the art as can be seen in the system 
provided by Cross, Jr, In particular, in columns 5-7 and figures 2 and 4, Cross, Jr. 
has disclosed two embodiments in each embodiment, a wedge-shaped prism is 
used in place of a parallel plate for the purpose of correcting image aberration. 
See the first embodiment described in columns 5-6 and shown in figures 1-2 in 
which the wedge-shaped prism (127) is used in place of a parallel prism (26) of 
the convention art for the purpose of correcting image aberration, and in the 
second embodiment described in columns 6-7 and shown in figures 3-4 in which 
the wedged-shaped prism (329) is used in place of the parallel prism (229) for 
the same purpose. Thus, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the reflex digital still camera as 
provided by claims 1-20 of Patent 6,822,802 by using a prism having a first flat 
surface for reflecting a light beam and a rear flat surface for allowing light passing 
to an image pickup device wherein the rear flat surface is inclined with respect to 
the front flat surface as suggested by Cross, Jr. for the purpose of correcting 
image position when the halfmirror is inserted into the light path between an 
objective lens system and an image pickup device. 
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Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 7-12 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thong Q. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2316. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen B. Allen can be reached on (571) 272-2312. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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